
What is Stormwater?  Stormwater is water from rain or snow that washes over our homes, 
yards, streets and other surfaces and ends up in our creeks, rivers and lakes. 
 

Stormwater pollution is what happens when the stormwater collects chemicals and other 
contaminants as it makes its way to our water systems. 
 

You can prevent Stormwater Pollution by following a few simple guidelines. 

Stormwater, 
Pollution, 
and You 

Exc ess  f e r t i l i z e r s  and  
pesticides applied to lawns and 
gardens wash off and pollute 
streams.  In addition, yard  
clippings and leaves can wash 
into storm drains and contribute 
nutrients and organic matter to 
streams. 

 Don’t overwater your lawn.  
Consider using a soaker 
hose instead of a sprinkler. 

 Use pes t i c ides  and  
fertilizers sparingly.  Use 
organic mulch or safer pest 
control methods whenever 
possible.   

 Compost or mulch yard 
waste.  Don’t leave it in the 
street or sweep it into storm 
drains or streams.   

Lawn Care 

Washing your car and  
degreasing auto parts at 
home can send detergents 
and other contaminants 
through the storm sewer  
system.  Dumping automotive 
fluids into storm drains has 
the same result as dumping 
the materials directly into a 
body of water. 

 Use a commercial car wash 
that treats or recycles its 
wastewater, or wash your 
car on your yard so the  
water infiltrates into the 
ground. 

 Repair leaks and dispose of 
used auto fluids and batter-
ies at designated drop-off or 
recycling locations.   

Pet waste can be a major 
source of bacteria and excess 
nutrients in local waters. 

 When walking your pet,  
remember to pick up the 
waste and dispose of it 
properly.   

 Flushing pet waste is the 
best disposal method.  
Leaving pet waste on the 
ground increases public 
health risks by allowing 
harmful bacteria and  
nutrients to wash into the 
storm drain and eventually 
into local water bodies. 

Auto Care Pet Waste 

This publication was prepared in cooperation with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and U.S.  
Environmental Protection Agency.  The preparation of this publication was financed by the City of Lockhart and through 
grants from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

For more information on Nonpoint 
Source Pollution and fun educational 
activities, please visit: 

http://www.lockhart-tx.org/web98/
citydepartments/publicworks.asp 

City of Lockhart 
308 W. San Antonio Street 

Lockhart, Texas 78644 
(512) 398-3461 


